SECTION A3.0

BASE STATION TECHNIQUES

A3.1 The Public Safety voice (radiotelephone) radio base station
is licensed primarily to intercommunicate with its mobile radio
units and is secondarily licensed to intercommunicate with other
public safety base stations.

A3.2 The purpose of a public safety radio system is to dispatch
messages and related information pertaining only to the official
business of its licensed public safety organization (known to the
Federal Communications Commission as the "user" or licensee),
to and between its mobile units.

A3.3 The mobile units (stations) of a licensee, whether or not li-
cejised separately from a base station, are under the control of
its related manned base station.

A3.4 The statements in the above items should cause the base sta-
tion operator to be urgently aware of the basic importance of
his position, and to know that the proper discharge of his duties
can only be accomplished by monitoring his position. An opera-
tor must operate, no more no less.

A3.5 The foundation of a good operator rests upon reliability and
promptness. The simplicity of this statement is disarming; when
put into practice only an experienced operator can meet the
rigid demands of "reliability and promptness."

A3.6 Reliability should never be sacrificed for speed, yet speed is of
equal importance. Learning and applying the techniques in this
manual will help to equalize speed and reliability.

A3.7 An operator is governed by the rules of his department as well
as by the rules of the Federal Communications Commission. A
public safety employed operator is not normally required (above
25Mh/z) to be licensed by the FCC, and if not licensed, he must
understand that his department is responsible to the FCC for
his communications activities. If a restricted operator permit is
desired, an FCC Form No. 753 must be filled out and sent to the
Federal Communications Commission in Gettysburg, Pa. 17327.
Application forms are available from the same address and from
the FCC Field Office in your area. A two dollar fee must ac-
company the application.

A3.8 An operator, whether or not licensed, has the right to protect
himself concerning his communications activities. In so doing
he has the duty to advise his supervisor of any message he has
been requested to dispatch or of any act he has been requested
to perform, which, in his considered opinion, may reasonably
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